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Vikings: The North Atlantic Saga
*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the Vikings'
expeditions from medieval sagas *Includes a
bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of
contents Over the centuries, the West has become
fascinated by the Vikings, one of the most
mysterious and interesting European civilizations. In
addition to being perceived as a remarkably unique
culture among its European counterparts, what's
known and not known about the Vikings'
accomplishments has added an intriguing aura to
the historical narrative. Were they fierce and
fearsome warriors? Were they the first Europeans to
visit North America? It seems some of the legends
are true, and some are just that, legend. The
ubiquitous picture of the Vikings as horn-helmeted,
brutish, hairy giants that mercilessly marauded
among the settlements of Northern Europe is based
on a smattering of fact combined with an abundance
of prejudicial historical writing by those who were on
the receiving end of Viking depredations. At the
same time, much of the popular picture of the
Vikings is a result of the romantic imagination of
novelists and artists. However, the Vikings'
reputation for ferocious seaborne attacks along the
coasts of Northern Europe is no exaggeration. It is
true that the Norsemen, who traded extensively
throughout Europe, often increased the profits
obtained from their nautical ventures through
plunder, acquiring precious metals and slaves. Of
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course, the Vikings were not the only ones
participating in this kind of income generation;
between the 8th and the 11th centuries, European
tribes, clans, kingdoms and monastic communities
were quite adept at fighting with each other for the
purpose of obtaining booty. The Vikings were simply
more consistently successful than their
contemporaries and thus became suitable symbols
for the iniquity of the times. Of course, the military
reputation came about because the Vikings were the
great mariners and explorers of medieval Europe.
While many of their journeys were ones of conquest,
they also had a deep love of exploration, and from
their homeland in Scandinavia, they traveled as far
as North America and became the first Europeans
who are known to have set foot on what is now
Canada. It was not until 1960 that the actual site of a
Viking settlement in Vinland was found. At the tip of
the Great Northern Peninsula in Newfoundland,
Canada, a small Viking settlement at L'Anse aux
Meadows was excavated, with the foundations of
three residential halls have been found. These halls
would have housed between 70 and 90 people. As
well as the sod covered halls, a smithy where nails
were made and a small boat repair building have
been found. It is believed that this settlement, which
may have had as many as 500 inhabitants, is one of
two settlements called Straumfjord and Hop
mentioned in the Saga of Erik the Red as being his
Vinland bases. L'Anse aux Meadows is thought to be
the former, and it is believed that Hop was a summer
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camp perhaps as far south as New Brunswick. The
native inhabitants of the New World were called
Skrellings by the Vikings, and there is evidence that
they engaged in battle with the Beothuks at L'Anse
aux Meadows and the Mi'kmaq people further south.
While there is still debate over where exactly the
Norse settled the land, there is no hard evidence that
they ventured further south than Newfoundland,
where remains of a settlement have been found. If
they had rounded Cape Breton and crossed the
Cabot Strait, they would have come to a markedly
different environment that would probably have
compelled the explorers to come up with a fourth
name for the region south of Vinland. The Vikings in
North America chronicles the historic voyages the
Vikings made to North America and what's known
and unknown about their pre-Columbian
settlements. Along with pictures of important people,
places, and events, you will learn about the Norse
colonization of North America like never before, in
no time at all.
One of the most arresting stories in the history of
exploration, these two Icelandic sagas tell of the
discovery of America by Norsemen five centuries
before Christopher Columbus. Together, the direct,
forceful twelfth-century Graenlendinga Saga and the
more polished and scholarly Eirik's Saga, written
some hundred years later, recount how Eirik the Red
founded an Icelandic colony in Greenland and how
his son, Leif the Lucky, later sailed south to explore and if possible exploit - the chance discovery by
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Bjarni Herjolfsson of an unknown land. In spare and
vigorous prose they record Europe's first surprise
glimpse of the eastern shores of the North American
continent and the natives who inhabited them.
Offers a dramatic reconstruction of the life and times
of Gudrid, a Viking woman who, according to
Icelandic sagas, arrived in the New World, spent
three years there, and gave birth to a baby, before
sailing home some five hundred years before
Columbus, drawing on the latest archaeological
data, scientific research, and cutting-edge
technology to trace her odyssey. Reprint.
Selected by Gwyn Jones - the eminent Celtic scholar
- for their excellence and variety, these nine
Icelandic sagas include "Hen-Thorir," "The Vapnfjord
Men," "Thorstein Staff-Struck," "Hrafnkel the Priest
of Prey," "Thidrandi whom the Goddesses Slew,"
"Authun and the Bear," "Gunnlaug Wormtongue,"
"King Hrolf and his Champions," and the title piece.
Through runic inscriptions and behind the veil of
myth, Jesch discovers the true story of viking
women.
This acclaimed book on the Wright Brothers takes
the reader straight to the heart of their remarkable
achievement, focusing on the technology and
offering a clear, concise chronicle of precisely what
they accomplished and how they did it. This book
deals with the process of the invention of the
airplane and how the brothers identified and
resolved a range of technical puzzles that others had
attempted to solve for a century. Step by step, the
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book details the path of invention (including the
important wind tunnel experiments of 1901) which
culminated in the momentous flight at Kitty Hawk in
1903, the first major milestone in aviation history.
Enhanced by original photos, designs, drawings,
notebooks, letters and diaries of the Wright
Brothers, Visions of a Flying Machine is a
fascinating book that will be of interest to engineers,
historians, enthusiasts, or anyone interested in the
process of invention.
Pulitzer Prize nominated journalist Wendy Melillo
authors the first book to explore the history of the
Ad Council and the campaigns that brought public
service announcements to the nation through the
mass media. How McGruff and the Crying Indian
Changed America: A History of Iconic Ad Council
Campaigns details how public service advertising
campaigns became part of our national conversation
and changed us as a society. The Ad Council began
during World War II as a propaganda arm of
President Roosevelt's administration to preserve its
business interests. Happily for the ad industry, it
was a double play: the government got top-notch
work; the industry got an insider relationship that
proved useful when warding off regulation. From
Rosie the Riveter to Smokey Bear to McGruff the
Crime Dog, How McGruff and the Crying Indian
Changed America explores the issues and
campaigns that have been paramount to the nation's
collective memory and looks at challenges facing
public service campaigns in the current media
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environment.
A Novel of Vikings and Indians in Pre-Columbian
North America
Viking Age Iceland
The History and Legacy of the Norse Settlements in
Greenland and Vinland
America's Public Holidays, 1865-1920
The Vikings of Vinland, the Peoples of the Dawnland,
and the Anglo-American Anxiety of Discovery
Spirit of a Northern People
The King of Vinland's Saga
A History of Power, Love, and Greed in 11th-Century
England
The Norse Colonization of the North Atlantic
The Oxford Illustrated History of the Vikings
The Vinland Sagas
The Vikings in North America
A Discourse on Method
Filling a gap in the literature for an
academically oriented volume on the Viking
period, this unique book is a one-stop
authoritative introduction to all the latest
research in the field. Bringing together
today’s leading scholars, both established
seniors and younger, cutting-edge academics,
Stefan Brink and Neil Price have constructed
the first single work to gather innovative
research from a spectrum of disciplines
(including archaeology, history, philology,
comparative religion, numismatics and
cultural geography) to create the most
comprehensive Viking Age book of its kind
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ever attempted. Consisting of longer articles
providing overviews of important themes,
supported by shorter papers focusing on
material of particular interest, this
comprehensive volume covers such wide-ranging
topics as social institutions, spatial
issues, the Viking Age economy, warfare,
beliefs, language, voyages, and links with
medieval and Christian Europe. This original
work, specifically oriented towards a
university audience and the educated public,
will have a self-evident place as an
undergraduate course book and will be a
standard work of reference for all those in
the field.
Bill Arnott guides readers on an epic
literary odyssey following history’s most
feared and misunderstood voyageurs: the
Vikings! To “go Viking” is to embark on an
epic journey. For more than eight years, Bill
Arnott journeyed throughout the northern
hemisphere, discovering sites Scandinavian
explorers raided, traded, and settled –
finding Viking history in a wider swath of
the planet than most anthropologists and
historians ever imagined. With a small pack
and weatherproof journal, Bill explores and
writes with a journalist’s eye, songwriter’s
prose, poet’s perspective, and a comedian’s
take on everything else. Prepare yourself for
an armchair adventure like no other! From
Europe to Asia, the Mediterranean to the
British Isles, through Scandinavia to
Iceland, Greenland, and the New World, with
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further excursions around Thor Heyerdahl’s
Pacific, Roald Amundsen’s Arctic, and Olaf
Crowbone’s stormy North Atlantic, Bill takes
readers on a mythic personal adventure in
real time – a present-day Viking quest.
In the dying days of the eighth century, the
Vikings erupted onto the international stage
with brutal raids and slaughter. The medieval
Norsemen may be best remembered as monk
murderers and village pillagers, but this is
far from the whole story. Throughout the
Middle Ages, long-ships transported hairy
northern voyagers far and wide, where they
not only raided but also traded, explored and
settled new lands, encountered unfamiliar
races, and embarked on pilgrimages and
crusades. The Norsemen travelled to all
corners of the medieval world and beyond;
north to the wastelands of arctic
Scandinavia, south to the politically
turbulent heartlands of medieval Christendom,
west across the wild seas to Greenland and
the fringes of the North American continent,
and east down the Russian waterways trading
silver, skins, and slaves. Beyond the
Northlands explores this world through the
stories that the Vikings told about
themselves in their sagas. But the depiction
of the Viking world in the Old NorseIcelandic sagas goes far beyond historical
facts. What emerges from these tales is a
mixture of realism and fantasy, quasihistorical adventures, and exotic wondertales that rocket far beyond the horizon of
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reality. On the crackling brown pages of saga
manuscripts, trolls, dragons, and outlandish
tribes jostle for position with explorers,
traders, and kings. To explore the sagas and
the world that produced them, Eleanor
Rosamund Barraclough now takes her own trip
through the dramatic landscapes that they
describe. Along the way, she illuminates the
rich but often confusing saga accounts with a
range of other evidence: archaeological
finds, rune-stones, medieval world maps,
encyclopaedic manuscripts, and texts from as
far away as Byzantium and Baghdad. As her
journey across the Old Norse world shows, by
situating the sagas against the revealing
background of this other evidence, we can
begin at least to understand just how the
world was experienced, remembered, and
imagined by this unique culture from the
outermost edge of Europe so many centuries
ago.
The Vikings hold a particular place in the
history of the West, both symbolically and in
the significant impact they had on Northern
Europe. Magnus Magnusson's indispensable
study of this great period presents a rounded
and fascinating picture of a people who, in
modern eyes, would seem to embody striking
contradictions. They were undoubtedly
pillagers, raiders and terrifying warriors,
but they were also great pioneers, artists
and traders - a dynamic people, whose skill
and daring in their exploration of the world
has left an indelible impression a thousand
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years on.
The Vikings maintain their grip on our
imagination, but their image is too often
distorted by myth. It is true that they
pillaged, looted, and enslaved. But they also
settled peacefully and traveled far from
their homelands in swift and sturdy ships to
explore. The Age of the Vikings tells the
full story of this exciting period in
history. Drawing on a wealth of written,
visual, and archaeological evidence, Anders
Winroth captures the innovation and pure
daring of the Vikings without glossing over
their destructive heritage. He not only
explains the Viking attacks, but also looks
at Viking endeavors in commerce, politics,
discovery, and colonization, and reveals how
Viking arts, literature, and religious
thought evolved in ways unequaled in the rest
of Europe. The Age of the Vikings sheds new
light on the complex society, culture, and
legacy of these legendary seafarers.
*A New York Times Book Review Editors’
Choice* From celebrated Yale professor
Valerie Hansen, a “vivid” and “astonishingly
comprehensive account [that] casts world
history in a brilliant new light” (Publishers
Weekly, starred review) and shows how bold
explorations and daring trade missions first
connected all of the world’s societies at the
end of the first millennium. People often
believe that the years immediately prior to
AD 1000 were, with just a few exceptions,
lacking in any major cultural developments or
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geopolitical encounters, that the Europeans
hadn’t yet reached North America, and that
the farthest feat of sea travel was the
Vikings’ invasion of Britain. But how, then,
to explain the presence of blond-haired
people in Maya temple murals at Chichén Itzá,
Mexico? Could it be possible that the Vikings
had found their way to the Americas during
the height of the Maya empire? Valerie
Hansen, an award-winning historian, argues
that the year 1000 was the world’s first
point of major cultural exchange and
exploration. Drawing on nearly thirty years
of research, she presents a compelling
account of first encounters between disparate
societies, which sparked conflict and
collaboration eerily reminiscent of our
contemporary moment. For readers of Jared
Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel and Yuval
Noah Harari’s Sapiens, The Year 1000 is a
“fascinating…highly impressive, deeply
researched, lively and imaginative work” (The
New York Times Book Review) that will make
you rethink everything you thought you knew
about how the modern world came to be.
"With Into the Ocean, Kristjan Ahronson makes
two dramatic claims: that there were people
in Iceland almost a century before Viking
settlers first arrived c. AD 870, and that
there was a tangible relationship between the
early Christian 'Irish' communities of the
Atlantic zone and the Scandinavians who
followed them." - Book jacket.
A North Atlantic Saga of the Myth and
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Substance of Erik the Red
The Viking Saga
Family Guide
The Sea Wolves
Wolves of War
Fair America
Snorri and the Making of Norse Myths
The Medieval Icelandic Saga and Oral
Tradition
The Legendary History of a Cursed Gem
A History of the Vikings
The Wright Brothers and the Process of
Invention
The Conversion of Scandinavia
The Vikings

Describes Viking culture, including
religion, traditions, and customs, and
discusses the influence and spread of
Viking civilization across Europe.
A radically new interpretation of two
medieval Icelandic tales, known as the
Vinland sagas, considering what the
they reveal about native peoples, and
how they contribute to the debate about
whether Leif Eiriksson or Christopher
Columbus should be credited as the
first "discoverer" of America.
Much like Greek and Roman mythology,
Norse myths are still with us. Famous
storytellers from JRR Tolkien to Neil
Gaiman have drawn their inspiration
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from the long-haired, mead-drinking,
marauding and pillaging Vikings. Their
creator is a thirteenth-century
Icelandic chieftain by the name of
Snorri Sturluson. Like Homer, Snorri
was a bard, writing down and
embellishing the folklore and pagan
legends of medieval Scandinavia. Unlike
Homer, Snorri was a man of the world—a
wily political power player, one of the
richest men in Iceland who came close
to ruling it, and even closer to
betraying it... In Song of the Vikings,
award-winning author Nancy Marie Brown
brings Snorri Sturluson's story to life
in a richly textured narrative that
draws on newly available sources.
Revised and Updated Edition Fleeing the
ice clad fjords of his native Greenland
just ahead of greedy kinsman who would
keep his inheritance from him, Sigtrygg
Thorgilsson, half-breed grandson of the
storied explorer Leif Eiriksson, seeks
his fortune on the shores of North
America, last glimpsed by his
grandfather some forty years before.
Making his way across uncharted waters
with a hastily assembled crew of
untried men, he quickly learns that the
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inhabitants of the new land are less
than pleased by their presence and that
their survival will depend on their
ability to carve a place for themselves
in the midst of their skeptical hosts.
But risking life and limb in a
desperate gamble to prove their worth
will not be enough as Sigtrygg’s angry
kinsmen unexpectedly arrive on the
coast to dispute what he has won. Then
only the shrewd counsel of an aged
viking, and the passion of the woman
Sigtrygg left behind, offer a way out
of the burgeoning blood feud that
threatens to engulf them all—as storm
clouds gather in the distance and a
defeated enemy prepares to take his
revenge. A novel of Vikings and Indians
in pre-Columbian North America, The
King of Vinland’s Saga reprises the
failed settlement history of the Norse
on the edge of the North Atlantic in
the eleventh century—as Europe lay
mired in medieval darkness, its
inhabitants still ignorant of the
places and peoples that lay just beyond
their reach. Book Review: Just put down
the above book. If this was your first
endeavor, then I am eagerly
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anticipating your second. The book was
fantastic! It was as enjoyable to me as
“The Golden Warrior”, “Musashi”, and
“With Fire and Sword” and other
historical fiction novels that grace my
bookshelves (many of which purchased
through your recommendation on Amazon).
It is nice to read a book and get mad,
frustrated, etc. at the characters.
Thanks again for a pleasurable read!
Pete Giorgianni
From the revered Memorial Day to the
forgotten Lasties Day, America's Public
Holidays is a timely and thoughtful
analysis of how the civic culture of
America has been fashioned. By
analyzing how holidays became a forum
for expressing patriotism, how public
tradition has been invented, and how
the definition of America itself was
changed, Ellen Litwicki tells the
intriguing story of the elite effort to
create new holidays and the variety of
responses from ordinary Americans.
Medieval Iceland was unique amongst
Western Europe, with no foreign policy,
no defence forces, no king, no lords,
no peasants and few battles. It should
have been a utopia yet its literature
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is dominated by brutality and killing.
The reasons for this, argues Jesse
Byock, lie in the underlying structures
and cultural codes of the islands'
social order. 'Viking Age Iceland' is
an engaging, multi-disciplinary work
bringing together findings in
anthropology and ethnography interwoven
with historical fact and masterful
insights into the popular Icelandic
sagas, this is a brilliant
reconstruction of the inner workings of
a unique and intriguing society.
In AD 793 Norse warriors struck the
English isle of Lindisfarne and laid
waste to it. Wave after wave of Norse
‘sea-wolves’ followed in search of
plunder, land, or a glorious death in
battle. Much of the British Isles fell
before their swords, and the
continental capitals of Paris and
Aachen were sacked in turn. Turning
east, they swept down the uncharted
rivers of central Europe, captured Kiev
and clashed with mighty Constantinople,
the capital of the Byzantine Empire.
But there is more to the Viking story
than brute force. They were makers of
law - the term itself comes from an Old
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Norse word - and they introduced a
novel form of trial by jury to England.
They were also sophisticated merchants
and explorers who settled Iceland,
founded Dublin, and established a
trading network that stretched from
Baghdad to the coast of North America.
In The Sea Wolves, Lars Brownworth
brings to life this extraordinary Norse
world of epic poets, heroes, and
travellers through the stories of the
great Viking figures. Among others,
Leif the Lucky who discovered a new
world, Ragnar Lodbrok the scourge of
France, Eric Bloodaxe who ruled in
York, and the crafty Harald Hardrada
illuminate the saga of the Viking age a time which “has passed away, and
grown dark under the cover of night”.
The North Atlantic Saga
Vikings
Vikings : the North Atlantic Saga
Contact, Continuity, and Collapse
A History of Iconic Ad Council
Campaigns
Beyond the Northlands
Viking Voyages and the Old Norse Sagas
World's Fairs in the United States
When Explorers Connected the World—and
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Globalization Began
The Viking World
The Valkyries' Loom
The Norse Discovery of America
The Archaeology of Cloth Production and
Female Power in the North Atlantic
This work explores the role of orality in shaping and
evaluating medieval Icelandic literature. Applying field
studies of oral cultures in modern times to this
distinguished medieval literature, Gísli Sigurðsson asks
how it would alter our reading of medieval Icelandic sagas
if it were assumed they had grown out of a tradition of oral
storytelling, similar to that observed in living cultures.
Sigurðsson examines how orally trained lawspeakers
regarded the emergent written culture, especially in light
of the fact that the writing down of the law in the early
twelfth century undermined their social status. Part II
considers characters, genealogies, and events common to
several sagas from the east of Iceland between which a
written link cannot be established. Part III explores the
immanent or mental map provided to the listening
audience of the location of Vinland by the sagas about the
Vinland voyages. Finally, this volume focuses on how
accepted foundations for research on medieval texts are
affected if an underlying oral tradition (of the kind we
know from the modern field work) is assumed as part of
their cultural background. This point is emphasized
through the examination of parallel passages from two
sagas and from mythological overlays in an otherwise
secular text.
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In December 2015, the Smithsonian called on rock and roll
lovers around the world to collect photos and stories of
their favorite moments in music. Fans dug through attics,
basements, closets, shoeboxes, digital cameras, and photo
albums to post great rock shots to rockandroll.si.edu. From
Woodstock to the Whisky a Go Go, from Lollapalooza to
the 9-30 Club, and all the rockin' places in between, fans
overwhelmingly responded with their favorite rock and
roll moments. Iconic artists ranging from the Who to
Nirvana to Chuck Berry to the Jimi Hendrix and many
more are celebrated here. There are early photographs of
everyone from Run-D.M.C. to the Runaways, and
contemporary shots of some of the biggest names in music,
including Bruce Springsteen, the Rolling Stones, and
Metallica. Presented together, these photographs create a
kaleidoscopic history of the artists, the musical styles, the
venues, the concerts, and the fans. This is rock and roll as
it has never been seen before.
An entertaining and well-researched history of the Hope
diamond Since its discovery in seventeenth-century India,
the Hope diamond, a glimmering deep blue gem weighing
over 45 carats, has been shrouded in mystery and steeped
in intrigue. In this groundbreaking work, Dr. Richard
Kurin goes beyond the speculation to reveal the truth
behind a legendary stone. Kurin, a cultural anthropologist,
spent more than a decade on the trail of the legendary gem.
But the 'curse' that surrounds it, which Kurin puts to rest
once and for all, is only one small piece of a long and
lustrous story that moves between ancient religion and
modern magic, royal power and class rivalry, revenge and
greed. Richly illustrated, Hope Diamond works in a grand
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historical tradition: depicting the specific to reveal the
universal.
Showcases the exhibition at the National Museum of
Natural History, Smithsonian Institution, Washington,
D.C.
Since their inception with New York's Crystal Palace
Exhibition in the mid-nineteenth century, world's fairs
have introduced Americans to “exotic” pleasures such as
belly dancing and the Ferris Wheel; pathbreaking
technologies such as telephones and X rays; and futuristic
architectural, landscaping, and transportation schemes.
Billed by their promoters as “encyclopedias of
civilization,” the expositions impressed tens of millions of
fairgoers with model environments and utopian visions.
Setting more than 30 world’s fairs from 1853 to 1984 in
their historical context, the authors show that the
expositions reflected and influenced not only the ideals but
also the cultural tensions of their times. As mainstays
rather than mere ornaments of American life, world’s
fairs created national support for such issues as the social
reunification of North and South after the Civil War, U.S.
imperial expansion at the turn of the 20th-century,
consumer optimism during the Great Depression, and the
essential unity of humankind in a nuclear age.
This collection of ten papers investigates the Norse
colonization of the North Atlantic region, starting with
Viking expansion in Arctic Norway and ending with a
discussion of the longterm implications of medieval
Scandinavian exploration of the New World. Each chapter
provides a short regional synthesis of the archaeological
evidence and, where appropriate, addresses three
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interrelated themes: the relationship between native and
newcomer; the creation of local identities in the settlement
period; the relationship between archaeology, history and
the construction of modern national identities. In sequence,
the chapters focus on North Norway, the Faeroes,
Scotland, Ireland, Iceland, Greenland, the Inuits of Smith
Sound, L'Anse aux Meadows and Vinland, together with
introductory and concluding chapters.
In Iceland, the age of the Vikings is also known as the Saga
Age. A unique body of medieval literature, the Sagas rank
with the world’s great literary treasures – as epic as
Homer, as deep in tragedy as Sophocles, as engagingly
human as Shakespeare. Set around the turn of the last
millennium, these stories depict with an astonishingly
modern realism the lives and deeds of the Norse men and
women who first settled in Iceland and of their
descendants, who ventured farther west to Greenland and,
ultimately, North America. Sailing as far from the
archetypal heroic adventure as the long ships did from
home, the Sagas are written with psychological intensity,
peopled by characters with depth, and explore perennial
human issues like love, hate, fate and freedom.
VIKINGS PB
The Age of the Vikings
Eirik the Red and Other Icelandic Sagas
The Excavation of a Norse Settlement in L'Anse Aux
Meadows, Newfoundland
Hope Diamond
Voyages of a Viking Woman
The Year 1000
The Sagas of the Icelanders
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Queen Emma and the Vikings
Song of the Vikings
The Far Traveler
In Search of First Contact
Vikings, Irish, and Environmental Change in Iceland and
the North

The Saga of the Greenlanders and Eirik
the Red’s Saga contain the first ever
descriptions of North America, a
bountiful land of grapes and vines,
discovered by Vikings five centuries
before Christopher Columbus. Written
down in the early thirteenth century,
they recount the Icelandic settlement
of Greenland by Eirik the Red, the
chance discovery by seafaring
adventurers of a mysterious new land,
and Eirik’s son Leif the Lucky’s
perilous voyages to explore it. Wrecked
by storms, stricken by disease and
plagued by navigational mishaps, some
survived the North Atlantic to pass
down this compelling tale of the first
Europeans to talk with, trade with, and
war with the Native Americans.
Emma, one of England's most remarkable
queens, made her mark on a nation beset
by Viking raiders at the end of the
Dark Ages, a period often neglected by
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conventional history. At the center of
a triangle of Anglo-Saxons, Vikings,
and Normans all jostling for control of
England, Emma was a political pawn who
became a power broker and an
unscrupulous manipulator. By birth a
Norman, Emma spent the majority of her
life on English soil. She was married
to two kings of England and outlived
both; she was twice driven into exile;
while mourning the untimely loss of one
son, she was devastated by the murder
of another; she saw two of her sons
crowned; she was stripped of her powers
when her eldest son became king; and
she eventually retired from public life
as a dowager queen whose land and
wealth had been restored. Regarded by
her contemporaries as a generous
Christian patron, a regent admired by
her subjects, and a Machiavellian
mother, Emma was, above all, a
survivor: hers was a life marked by
dramatic reversals of fortune. Harriet
O'Brien is a journalist based in
London. She has written for the
Independent and Condé Nast Traveler,
among other publications. This is her
second book.
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In this book a MacArthur Award-winning
scholar argues for a radically new
interpretation of the conversion of
Scandinavia from paganism to
Christianity in the early Middle Ages.
Overturning the received narrative of
Europe's military and religious
conquest and colonization of the
region, Anders Winroth contends that
rather than acting as passive
recipients, Scandinavians converted to
Christianity because it was in
individual chieftains' political,
economic, and cultural interests to do
so. Through a painstaking analysis and
historical reconstruction of both
archeological and literary sources, and
drawing on scholarly work that has been
unavailable in English, Winroth opens
up new avenues for studying European
ascendency and the expansion of
Christianity in the medieval period.
Covers the different geographical areas
of the Viking world, and traces the
Viking story from the first raids on
isolated coastal communities toward the
end of the eighth century to the
establishing of permanent settlements
"Some 55 scholars, mostly Japanese but
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with a considerable number from the US
and Europe, write about the ethnicity,
theories of origin, history, economies,
art, religious beliefs, mythology, and
other aspects of the culture of the
Ainu, the indigenous people of Japan,
now principally found in Hokkaido and
smaller far northern islands. Hundreds
of photographs and paintings, mostly in
excellent quality color, show a wide
variety of Ainu people, as well as
clothing, jewelry, and various
artifacts."--"Choice". "The most indepth treatise available on Ainu
prehistory, material culture, and
ethnohistory." - "Library
Journal".--Amazon.com (2001 ed, book
description).
Faced with harsh conditions in their
Greenland home, a group of Vikings took
the reins of fate into their own hands.
With incredible luck, skill and
fortitude, they discovered lands filled
with a profusion of wood, wild game and
fertile land. In the sagas that grew
from this discovery, the lands were
given names that resonated with hope
and promise. Almost 1000 years later, a
husband and wife team united their
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talents. Intrigued by allusions in the
ancient sagas to fabled Vinland, they
considered the scholarship on Viking
culture and technology; they studied
maps and they researched intensively
the prominent theories on Vinland's
location. And finally their efforts
bore fruit when a remote Newfoundland
peninsula yielded up a soapstone
spindle-whorl, a Viking ring pin, and
what had to be the overgrown remnants
of over a dozen Viking buildings.
Michèle Hayeur Smith uses Viking
textiles as evidence for the littleknown work of women in the Norse
colonies that expanded from Scandinavia
across the North Atlantic in the 9th
century AD.
How McGruff and the Crying Indian
Changed America
Smithsonian Rock and Roll
Ainu
The People's Pictures
Visions of a Flying Machine
Women in the Viking Age
Into the Ocean
Gone Viking: A Travel Saga
The Viking Discovery of America
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